DISCUSSION WITH SHAIKH SALIH

Naturally Salih was in no mood to travel in Ramadhan
or to undertake a longer journey than was necessary. But
a Badu cannot be browbeaten. An inflammable person
himself, he will not stand bullying, but he understands
resolution, though it is well to give him a day or two to
accommodate his mind to any idea that at first is unpalatable
to him.

The next day Salih came to see me again, and I once
more set forth my irreducible requirements, for which I
was prepared to pay generously. I importuned him, lest I
be driven to embark in the gunboat for Abu Dhabi and
enlist 'Awamir help for my designs from that side. I hoped
he would come with me in that event; this with my tongue
in my cheek. Salih was impressed by this hint that I had
the means of achieving my ends without Rashidi assist-
ance (though I had not, despite the 'Awamir being old
friends), and he became more amenable.

'But, Sahib, you don't understand. What you are asking
is not in my power to do. Within Rashidi country I can
and will take you as you wish, God sparing us from the
enemy, but where you want to go is Murra territory. I am
no rabia for the Murra, and dare not enter their marches
myself without their consent and protection. I do not know
whether they will have you in their place. I cannot give
you the undertaking you want.3

It was a fortunate occurrence that AI Sa'idi was here. If
the Badawin were in earnest about the diiEculties, then it
would be idle to start on a journey with them; their
resistance would harden as we went along, an experience
that befell me the previous year when I started without a
clear understanding. To start and fail meant returning to
Dhufar a month hence defeated in my major aim and
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